
© Center for Gender & Refugee Studies

Q&A: We encourage attendees to submit non-case-specific questions throughout the webinar. Please 

click on the Q&A box, not Chat, in your toolbar to open the Q&A box. Type your question into the Q&A 

box and click “Send”. Panelists may answer relevant questions in the Q&A box or out loud. While we 

endeavor to answer as many questions as possible, we may not be able to answer all questions. 

Chat: The Chat box located on the tool bar may be used to communicate directly with the 

host/panelists if you encounter problems with the sound quality, viewing of PowerPoint presentations, 

or other logistics questions. Do not use the Chat box to ask substantive questions. Use the Q&A box 

instead. Participants may use the Chat box to participate where instructed by the panelists. 

The webinar is about to start…
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CGRS protects the fundamental human rights of refugees 
and asylum seekers under U.S. and international law 
through these program areas:

• Technical Assistance

• Training

• Litigation

• Policy & Advocacy

CGRS Mission and Core Programs
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• Key Asylum Elements
• Importance of Country Conditions
• Research Process
• Sources of Country Conditions
• Country Conditions Submissions
• Q&A
• Resources

Roadmap
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Key Asylum 
Elements
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• An individual is eligible for asylum if they meet the definition of a refugee. 
Immigration & Nationality Act (INA) § 208(b)(1)(A).

• A refugee is “any person who is outside any country of such person’s 
nationality . . . and who is unable or unwilling to return to, and is unable 
or unwilling to avail himself or herself of the protection of that country 
because of persecution or a well-founded fear of persecution on 
account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social 
group, or political opinion.” INA § 101(a)(42)(A) 

What is asylum?
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1. “Well-Founded Fear” 

2. Of Harm Rising to the Level of “Persecution”

3. “On Account of” (Nexus)

4. A Protected Ground:

• Race
• Religion
• Nationality
• Political Opinion
• Membership in a Particular Social Group

5. Perpetrated by the Government or an Entity the Government is Unable or 
Unwilling to Control

Asylum Elements
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Statutory Withholding of Removal

Must show that “life or freedom 

would be threatened” in country on 

account of race, religion, nationality, 

membership in a particular social 

group, or political opinion

- INA § 241(b)(3); 8 U.S.C. § 1231

Convention Against Torture (CAT) 
Protection

Must establish that it is “more likely than 

not” that he or she would be tortured if 

removed to the proposed country of 

removal

- 8 C.F.R. § 208.18

Related Forms of Relief
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Why is Country 
Conditions Evidence 
Important?
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• Background and contextual information
• Corroborate client’s story

• Personal circumstances
• Similarly situated individuals 

• Demonstrate likelihood of future persecution 
or torture

Country Conditions Evidence
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• Establish government unwilling or unable to protect or state 
acquiescence/complicity

• Explain that internal relocation is not safe or reasonable 

• Prove existence of a particular social group

• Immutability

• Social distinction: does society view the group as a group?

• Particularity: who is inside the group?

• Changed circumstances

Establishing Other Key Components
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Likelihood of harm and nexus (“on account of”):

• Statistics on the type of harm in question

• E.g., femicide rates, reports of domestic violence, reports of hate 
crimes against religious group 

• Reports of specific violence against similarly situated individuals 

• E.g., news report on particular femicide case, article on violence 
following political protests

• Societal, cultural, religious, and other attitudes toward similarly 
situated individuals

Prevalence of Harm
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• State protection
• State involvement in harm
• Ineffective legal framework
• Ineffective institutions

• Internal relocation
• Not safe
• Not reasonable

State Protection and Internal Relocation
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1. Immutability (e.g., reports on recognition of 
divorce)

2. Social distinction (e.g., local slurs used to describe 
LGBTQ+ individuals; disability rights law)

3. Particularity (e.g., dictionary definitions of terms; 
family code defining types of spousal 
relationships)

Particular Social Group
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Country Conditions 
in Action



© Center for Gender & Refugee Studies

Luna is a Salvadoran girl who experienced sexual abuse from an adult uncle and 
older male cousins who often visited the home where she and her mother lived. 

Which of the following facts would help establish that females are more 
susceptible to violence than their male counterparts? Select all that apply.

1) El Salvador has a law that protects children and adolescents

2) Patriarchal norms in the country of origin

3) Societal expectations regarding gender roles

4) High levels of impunity for male perpetrators of violence

5) El Salvador has legislation to combat violence against women

Luna’s Case: Gender-Based Violence 



© Center for Gender & Refugee Studies

Assume that in Guatemala there are high levels on the rate of impunity for corruption crimes, theft, violence 
against LGBTQ+ individuals, and crimes involving extortion and weapons. Manuel is a gay Guatemalan man 
who experienced harm from family members, his church, and community members. Gang members also 
extorted him. 

How could impunity statistics be used as evidence in Manuel’s case? Select all that apply. 

1) If Manuel did not report to the police, high rates of impunity may help establish why it would have been 
futile for him to do so. 

2) The high impunity rates of violence against LGBTQ+ individuals may help establish the Guatemala 
government’s failure to protect this population.  

3) The high impunity rate for corruption crimes may help corroborate other evidence submitted in the 
record that shows that corruption amongst police is pervasive in Guatemala, particularly with respect to 
crimes committed by gang members.

4) The high rate of impunity on extortion crimes may help prove that Manuel was extorted by gangs. 

Manuel’s Case: Impunity Rates as Evidence
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How to do Country 
Conditions Research
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• Background research

• Identify search terms
• Start specific

• Add terms as research progresses

• Think through the different grounds 

Research Process
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Sources of Country 
Conditions
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• Background reports
• Compilations
• Internet and databases
• Local and on-the-ground organizations
• Non-English language research

Explore Sources of Country Conditions 
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• U.S. Department of State 
• Country Reports on Human Rights
• International Religious Freedom Report 
• Trafficking in Persons Report

• Amnesty International
• Freedom House
• Human Rights Watch

Background Reports

https://www.state.gov/reports-bureau-of-democracy-human-rights-and-labor/country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/
https://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/irf/
https://www.state.gov/j/tip/rls/tiprpt/
https://www.amnesty.org/
:%20https:/freedomhouse.org/
https://www.hrw.org/
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Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR)

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/Pages/TreatyBodies.aspx
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OHCHR CEDAW 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/hrbodies/cedaw/pages/cedawindex.aspx
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Reporting Status for Guatemala

https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/_layouts/15/TreatyBodyExternal/Countries.aspx?CountryCode=GTM&Lang=EN


© Center for Gender & Refugee Studies

CEDAW Guatemala 
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• Immigration and Refugee Board of Canada

• United States Department of Justice, Executive Office for 
Immigration Review 

• European Country of Origin Information (ECOI) Network

• United Kingdom Home Office 

• Temple University/WOLA, Annotated Table of Contents Project

• CGRS Country Conditions Toolkits – available through CGRS 
Technical Assistance Program

Compilations

http://www.irb-cisr.gc.ca/Eng/ResRec/NdpCnd/Pages/ndpcnd.aspx
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/country-conditions-research
https://www.ecoi.net/
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/country-policy-and-information-notes.
https://www2.law.temple.edu/csj/atoc/
https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/request-assistance/requesting-assistance-cgrs
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• Google
• United Nations High 

Commissioner for 
Refugees – Refworld

• Newspapers
• Academic Databases
• JSTOR, ProQuest, 

HeinOnline, LexisNexis, 
Westlaw

Databases and Internet Searches

http://www.refworld.org/
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• Organización de Mujeres Salvadoreñas por la Paz (ORMUSA), Salvadoran non-profit 
promoting safety and equity for Salvadoran women through advocacy and 
facilitating access to justice

• Institute for Justice and Democracy (IJDH) or Bureau des Avocats Internationaux
(BAI), documents human rights abuses in Haiti

• Entre Amigos, Salvadoran NGO defending the rights of LGBTI individuals

• Save the Children

• UNICEF

• UN Women

• Doctors Without Borders

Local and On-the-Ground Organizations
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• National laws or penal codes
• In-country newspapers
• El Salvador: Diario Co Latino, El Diario de Hoy, El Faro, La Prensa 

Gráfica
• Guatemala: El Periódico, Prensa Libre
• Honduras: El Periódico, El Tiempo, La Prensa, La Tribuna

• MUST include English translation with translator’s
certification

Non-English Language Sources

https://www.diariocolatino.com/
https://www.elsalvador.com/eldiariodehoy/
https://elfaro.net/
https://www.laprensagrafica.com/usa/
https://elperiodico.com.gt/
https://www.prensalibre.com/
http://elperiodico.hn/
http://www.tiempo.hn/
https://www.laprensa.hn/
http://www.latribuna.hn/
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What to avoid?

• Duplicative information
• Overly general 

information
• Harmful information

What to include? 

• Reputable sources 

• Relevant time-frame
• Corroborative information 

to substantiate claim

Selecting Evidence to Submit in 
Support of a Fear-of-Return Claim
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• Be organized 

• Provide excerpts, annotations, or highlight 
key information 

• Check the Immigration Court Practice 
Manual

Presenting Country Conditions 
Evidence

https://www.justice.gov/eoir/eoir-policy-manual/part-ii-ocij-practice-manual
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Excerpt of Index of 
Country Conditions 

Documents 
submitted to 

Immigration Court
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The attorney 
summarized by topic the 
many country conditions 

sources submitted as 
evidence.

Excerpt of an ATOC
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Q&A
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Unpublished Case Law

• IJ and BIA decisions

Expert Declarations
• Country-specific (e.g., violence against women, 

children, LGBTQ)

• Topic-specific (e.g., domestic violence, incest, 
trauma and memory)

Sample Pleadings
• Case documents: declarations, indices, expert 

affidavits

• Legal briefs

Practice Advisories

• Domestic violence claims

• Children’s asylum

• Fear-of-gang claims

• Gender-based claims

• CAT protection claims

• EAD Rule

Country Conditions Reports
• Specific topics in individual countries (e.g., 

children, indigenous, LGBTI, gang)

CGRS Technical Assistance Resources
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• Conducting Country Conditions 

Research for Asylum, Withholding of 

Removal, and Convention Against 

Torture Claims (March 2018)

• Finding Country Conditions Evidence 

for Asylum and Fear-of-Return 
Immigration Cases: Pro Se Manual 

( June 2020)

• Country Conditions Toolkits
• Harm to Children
• Violence Against Women
• Fear-of-Gang
• LBGTI
• Indigenous
• Disability

• Universal Expert Declarations 

CGRS Country Conditions Resources

https://uchastings.box.com/s/k6lh09ktrwtoc32iemmwoy620w0yctf0
https://uchastings.box.com/s/6olx2a8z1aey9u9vzwdd5eepuit3um78
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CGRS provides free expert consultation to attorneys and organizations representing asylum 

seekers, including legal technical assistance, strategy development, sample briefs, 

unpublished decisions, country conditions evidence, and expert witness affidavits.

Request assistance in your case: http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance.

Email: CGRS-TA@uchastings.edu with your CGRS Case Number if you have follow-up 

questions.

Reach out to CGRS: cgrs-ABtracking@uchastings.edu to request CGRS’s amicus support 

in a case involving Matter of A-B- before the BIA or courts of appeals.

Request CGRS Technical Assistance

http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance
mailto:CGRS-TA@uchastings.edu
mailto:cgrs-ABtracking@uchastings.edu
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Advocates can report case outcomes at: https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/outcomes

Report Case Outcomes

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/outcomes
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• Free, searchable repository of health, country conditions, and issue-specific 

professionals who serve as expert witnesses to support the legal claims of asylum 

seekers in the United States. 

• Expert profiles with areas of expertise, availability, and CV.

• Advocates can sign into their CGRS accounts to search and contact experts: 

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/expert/search.

• Experts who wish to be considered for inclusion in the database may create a 

profile at: https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/register/expert-witness. 

CGRS Expert Database

https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/expert/search
https://cgrs.uchastings.edu/register/expert-witness
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CGRS’s free trainings and technical assistance are 

made possible by the generous support of our 

donors. 

Please consider making a gift at bit.ly/DonateCGRS. 
Every dollar makes a difference!

Support CGRS’s Work!
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Webinar Evaluation Form: Thank you for attending the 

webinar. We appreciate your feedback and invite you to fill 

out a short evaluation form. 

Webinar Evaluation Form

https://uchastings.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bDzB7xxx9BukIJw

